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. TUF, MACEDONIAN MIRACIE:

We have heard from various scurces that the
grapevine has been at work spreading the word thajg
stewardship is to be the subject of the convention
egsay this year. We have carefully stayed away from
the wo rd stewardship in the title because we beliicve
that it is a term that has been nuch agbused because
it has so generally been used only to define the
Christisn's financial responsibility over against his
Lord. Ve cite the Lutheran Hymnal as an example., All
of the hyms under the "Stewardship" heading have to
do with sharing our material blessinhgs with the poor
and using these goods in spreading the Gospel. While
the term stewardship certainly does describe the pro-
per and responsible disposition of our material pos-
sessions, it should just as certainly not be confined
to this area. These ars not the only talents the Lord
has placed into our hands for our use in His service.
The term stewardship with all its implications does
auite properly excite congregations and pastors dili-
gently to encourage the Christians in their care to
accept and put to proper use the talent the Lord puts
into their hands. There is danger that we emphasize
proper stewardship of the material talent at the ex~
pense of the other gifts that we have and are 1o use.
But if we have carefully trained and encoura.ged our




membership to a proper stewardship of their material
possessions, we have not nearly completed our respon-
sibility. This is only one facet of the talent and
dare not be emphasized to the neglect of others. We
glzdly accept the responsibility of leading in a study
of ways and means that we are to use in encouraging
our people to a proper stewardship of their material
giftse But we would like to see this as one of a
series of studies that would give us the same help in
the other areas of stewardship, the responsibility of
proper use of our time, the proper posture for the
child of God as he welks through the world, the sxer-
cise of the gift of charity or love we possess by the
grace of God, the individual mission responsibility,
to mention just a fewe Ve have spent much energy and
time in helping our people to a proper stewardship of
the Word. Today we quite properly propose a study of
the arca of stewardship of material gifts. But let
it not bes at the expense of the other facets of the
taelent given us by our Lords

Our assignment is to lsad a stvdy that we pray
i1l help our people properly ito assess and use the
talent of material gifts with which our generation has
been so signally blesseds There is a need for such
study. If we look at the records of contributions
from the hands of men for” the work of Lutheranism
gensrally in the year 1963, we find the highest averw
age per communicant to have been $119.18. If we conm-
pare this to the potential of the affluent aociety in
which we live, it becomes obvious that the people walk-
ing under the banner of Lutheranism need to be helped
properly to evaluate and use their material talents
The membership of our Church of the Lutheran Confes-
sion contributed an average of $90.66 per commmicant
in 1963, Will we not grant that there is a nsed to
study together this matter of proper stewardship of
our material talent and then accept the responsibility
that is surely ours of encourageing our people to use
properly the treasures that God has put into their
hands? It is not a new problem by any meanse. In his
second letter we find that Paul acceptied the responsi-



bility of speaking on this very subjkct at length to -3
the Corinthian Christianse There was a need for their
contributions and they were not accepting their respon-
sibilitye DPaul!s approach to the problem stands as a
classic example for us and we will do well to Jjoin the
Corinthians in examining with care the Macedonmian Hir-
aclee Let us do soy so that we can understand the
incident for the miracle that it truly is and let us

do soy so that-we find the pattern that will help us
properly to guilde our memberse

The apostle Paul is excited. He demands our
attention when he writes "We must tell you of the grace
of God bestowed on the churches of liacedonia."” Some-
thing happened that demands our atiention as well as
that of the Corinthians and we are to examine the
incident carefully. Paul doesn't give us much of the
background material. There was trouble in Jerusalem.
Very likely because of the persecutions directed
against them the brethren there were desperately in
need of helps The situation must have been critical
because persecution was common and personal need not
a stranger to the Christian of that time. But the
picture had become so dark and the hunger so great
that Paul doesn!t hesitate to lay the problem before
the Christians in far off Macedonia and Corinthe. But
in Macedonia Paul admits to having done it in a rather
half hearted fashion, for he tells us that the Mace-
donians came "praying us with much entreaty that we
would receive the gift." They too had suffered a great
trial of affliction that resulted in what the apostle
calls "their deep poverty.'" While Paul was ready to
report on the needs at Jerusalem to these people, he
was more than ready to excuse them from participating
in this offering because he saw with his own eyes that
the problems here were so severe that the Macedonians
should be considered as recipients and should not be
asked to share what little they hade He paints a
vivid picture for us. In telling of the incident in
Macedonia he wants it clearly understood that this was
not an affluent society to which he had made known the
needs of Jerusalemy, but that he had told people, who




were desperately poors of the plan of an offering for L
the mother corgrepat¢on.

When Paul reports the reaction of the Madedon
ians he says not a word about the amount that was
raised, Nothing at all that could be used for a . .
financial report to the churches. The most detailed
financial report could never tell what had really '
happened no matter how tremendous the amount might bes
Carefully he reports that they were "willing of them
selves.” This was an entirely voluntary effort on
their parte As we mentioned before they literally
begged Pzul to let them have a part in this, Having
heard thab 5 welre not surprised that he should mention
that "in abundance of their jJoy" they came with their
gifts. They didn't have to be coaxed or presgsured
into givinge These miserably poor people came with
‘laughter in their hearts and on their lips, overgoyed
at the opportunity to share what little they had.

Jn a sense the apostle does report on the
amount that was gathereds He tells us "For to their
power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power
they were willing." The gifts that they brought were
extravagant and when Paul adds that they went beyond
their power we are t0 understand that they brought
these gifts in a reckless fashj_on, without any thought
of the consequences for thems Iv was the same spirit
of the widow in the temple who brough'b all that she
hads But they could do it and their action was not.
reckless at alle The apostle carefully tells us that
they first gave their orm selves to the Lorde They
had learned to operate on the propositicn that it was
the Lord?!s business to see to it that their needs were

supplied by His grace in whatever way He should choose.
They could not conceive of it -that the Lord would
neglect His responsibility over against His children
because they were moved o br:Lng g:Lfts that were
beyond thelir powers.

Finally Paul describes their gifts as being
brought unto the riches of liberalitye. Here we have



an unfortunate translation in the KJ version. - 5

URiches of their liberality" doesn!t say much of any-

thinge ThedH)6TH Tes in the Greek text means single-

mindedness or s:mplicity. In this singlemindedncss

they were rich. Théy had no hidden motives in bringing

their gifise They did not produce as they did because

they expected something in returne They did not bring

large gifts in the hidden hope that the Lord would
prosper them with more than they had to starts These

‘ gifts were not brought because they hoped to be cited

for their action and blessed with special honorse.

They did not bring these gifts with the thought that

they had somehow done their duty and thereby desarved

at least a word of commendation from their Lord.

These were singleminded gifts, brought only because’

of their deep concern for the poor of Jemsalem.' h

And we believe it to be no exagur tion to term
what happened in Macedonia a miraclées There is cer-
tainly nothing here that would mdﬂcute that thoy were
drawing on soue normally hidden supp y of naturzl good-
ness that may be found in all mene There Ser y is
nothing in the natural man that would prompt pecple “to
par‘b Joyfully with their material possessi on.;_, to do
so when they were in deep poverty and then to do it to
such a degree that they would jeopardize their owm
future creature comforts. And there is no possibility
whatsoever of natural man bringing gifts in the
singleminded spirit of the Macedonianse. On the con-
trary, natural man is glways looking for what might
be in it for him, even if it is only the personsl sat
faction of having done what is rights

_ “We may certainly term this a miracle because
the apostle does not hesitate to do soe Remember that
he wanted to tell the Corinthians about the grace of
God bestowed on the churches in Macedonia. Paul there-
by declares that the action of those Christians was

the result of God's work in thems It was He who made
so clear the need of those in Jerusalem, It was He

who wrought in them the unselfish concern for the
needy that compelled them to bring this gifte It was




He who taught them that it must be a pure gift, 6

without any thought of return or personal gaine This
was the grace of God bestowed upon them, but it does
not tell the whols storys. Before God could bestow
that grace, He had to have viable material with which
He could worke

These were Chrlstlans, children of God upon
whom He showersd this gracee. And consider what had
already been done for thems In the letter to the Ephe-
sians (L:2L) Paul says of the children of God that
they have the new man, created after God in righteous-
ness and true holinesse let us take a few moments to
explore and reexamine the efforts and accomplishments
of God in making of wretched sinners saintss The
apostle Paul never wearied of doing sc. Led by the ~
Spirit of God he found new ways of bringing home to us
the wonder of it alle In writing to the Ephesian
Christians Paul was led to use the word "create" to
describe the work of Gode It is a word that is much
abused, but not when Paul uses it. He would have us
undeeranr' that God did call into existence, that He
created the new man, ¥hen Paul uses the word create
he certainly suggests that we remind ourselves of the
material with which the Lord must work. The descrip~
tion that we find in Scripture is not very pretiye
He says of all men that they are dead in trespasses
and sin, that they walk according to the course of the
world ancd have their conversation in the lusts of the
flesh. Dead in trespasses and sine. What a horrible
thing to say of anyone -or anythinge But the apostle
says it and means every word of it, The charge is
mzde that we have sinned and are guilty of trsspasses,
that we have done this before the holy God who made
us, who rules over us, who Sees and hears us and whose
judgment in all these matters is final. It is offered
not as a theory, that we might be guilty, but as a
final judgment that we are guilty. The Lord would
have us know that He has searched us and known us, -
that He knows our dovmsitting and uprising, that He
understands our thought afar offy that Hé is acquaint-
ed with all our wayse On the basis of this clear



understanding Fe tells us we have sinned, we have 7
trespasseds We have known His will and have discbeyed
ite We were fasnioned by Him and we have chosen to
serve Satan, to tecome the obedient slaves of hell,

to stand in opposition to our Gode The apostle is led
to encourage us to an honest appraisal with these words.
He will have nothing to do with the modern thought
that we should tread lightly in these matters and not
spesk too bluntly about sin and disobediences The
Lord insists that it be clearly stated and that the
full import of the words "trespasses and sin" be
brought home to us. For the consequence of it all is
that we are deads That is a simple word chosen by
God to describe the helplessness of those who are
guilty be*‘ore Him. They can do nothing to change that
conditions The rot is completes ‘here is no power
there that can change the course of eventss They have
sinned, become slaves of Satan and will so ccentinue if
left to themselvese

Nor is there any desire in man to change this
conditione Paul writes to the Ephesians (2:2), "Where-
in in time past ye walited according to the ccurse of
this world, according to the prince of the power of
the airy the spirit that now worketh in the children
of disobediencee" TYe walked, Paul tells us, There
is no suggesticn thers of urwillingness. ZXven thcugh
it has been clearly established that the world in
which they follow this course is the realm of Sat tan,
that while they walk in it they are under the dominion
of the prince of the pcwer of the air who will cexrdain-
ly require of them that they be counted amcng the
children of discbhedience. Their rebellion against God
is completes They writhe and scream under the Lord!'s -
heavy hand when He punishes them for their wicked ways,
but it only increases their hatred of the Lord and
they loock for better ways in which to serve Satan and
disobey the God who has made themes To point up their
wrwillingness to change matters the apostle adds the
thought that the sinner has his conversation in the
lusts of the fleshe He has abused himself through sin
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to such a degree that he hears.and follcus culy the
desires of his flesh as it is used by Satan in ruling
the sinful wretche. The Lord leaves no loophole.
Through His apostle He gives us a clear, accurate
description of the material that lay before Him as He
begins His work of redemption. It is rotten, treacher-
ous stuff and must be rejected by Hime He cannot use
ity He must createes

When the word create is
- used we are also reminded of
rhat was required of God to
bring forth this new man in use
The use of the word certainly
draws attention to *the fact that
God considers the salvation of
sinful man a matter that requires
His attention and His alcnes
There is no help for ity He can
turn nowhere for assistances
When He chooses that word He
quietly rejects the suggestions
and beliefs that are so dear to many in the world,
that they can be of help in this matter. The degree
of help that they offer varies. Some ask that it be -
left in their hands entirely suggesting that they can,
through the force of habity develcpe character to the
point where the behavior of man will be acceptable 1o
God, that they can at least offer the Lord a helping
hand in the matter of their salvation so that the
responsibility will not entirely rest with Hime The
Lord states quite simply that these suggestions are -
all impossible when He uses the word cregie. If a
new man is to be called into existence that can be
done by Cod alcnee -

This is something that He must do and the
fact that He did it is recorded carefully for our
peace and comforts It would require a deep concern
and love for us, love that goes beyond anythimg that
we can ever hope to find among mens a love.so greatb
that we cannot fully understand or appreciate it while



we walk in -his life. This He must accomplish at
tremendous parsonal cost to Himselfes  Paul carefully
tells us, "Gol, who is rich in mercy, for his great
love wherewiti He loved us, even when we were dead in
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by
grace ye are saved) and hath raised us u. together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to
come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace
in his kindness foward us through Christ Jesus.' Eph.
2:h~Te Tt was His love, His deep concern for us that
prompted Him in eternity to ask of His Son that He
offer Himself for the sins of the world. It was the
anxious heart of the Scn that moved
Him to accept the assignment, to
wumble Himself unto death, even the
death of the cross. It was this

love that required of t-he Spirit of
God that He approach us through Woxd
and Sacrament to 1s ad us intc ail
truth, to humble our proua, ginfilled

hearts, to purge them of W.L unrigrt-

eousness and fil1l them with that con-
fidence in the truth of every word of Ccu, that we
call faithe This is whab needed to be done if we-
were to have -the new man, Little wonder that He
should choose the word create to describe this work,
that He should insisl that it could be dore by Him
alons and that all tihe glory should be His,

. The Lord tells us tvhrough Paul +
created the new man thrcugh Christ He crsath
"after Gods" The cycle is completes . At ihe time of
man's creation we hear the words "let us make men in
our image." e have seen what man did 4o this imag
with siny Now the change is complete and the Loxrd
finds a variety of ways to impress that uporm us. He
dees not spsak of improvement but only a complete
changes Notice how the Lord uses expressisons thatb
are completely opposite to- describe that chan 1gCe
Where once we were simmers, now we are saints bsfow
Gode He tells us that He has quickened -us who were
once dead in trespasses and sinse As we stand with
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failing hearts before Hia aud hear His judgement
that our sins are as scarlety, He is quick to assure us
that they are as white as snow. You will remember
the Savior!s use of opposites when He comforted His
disciples on the night in which He was betrayeds In
John 17, as He reports to His Father, we hear Him
speak of His disciples and ¢f us as He reports of
those who were once of the world, "They are thine,
and all mine are. thine and thine are mine and I am
glorified in thems" This He could now say of those
who were once the children of hell., Little wonder
that He should use the word create to describe what
was necessary that we might have the new man.

We should also remind ourselves that the Lord
had a definite purpose in creating such a new mane.
He did not do it simply to demonstrate His majesty nor
to give us an object lesson of the lengths to which
His love could compel Him to gce He tells us very
simply that He did this that we might serve Him and
that we might live w:Lth Him in eternity. In that same
prayer spoken by our High Priest on the night in which
He was betrayed, you will remember that He made it
clear that those whom He had redeemed were in the
world but were not of the world. In.the closing
sentences of His prayer He comes with the petition,
U¥ather, I will that they alsc, whom thou hast given
me, be V:Lth me where I amj that they may behold my
glomr‘., which thou hast given me." It is for an eter—
nity with Him in heaven that He has so created use
And until the day comes when we shall realize that
glory, we are to serve Him in righteousness and true
holiness, The apostle tells us, "For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in
them."  Ephesians 2:10, 'That was part of the plan
that was formulated in eternitye. Christ would die in
order that we who had sinned should be saved from
eternal dsath and should live with Him eternally, but
He would also die in order that we should no longer
walk according to the course of this worldy that we
should no longer have our conversation in. the lusts
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of the fleshe In eternity the Lord already sawr

that when He created the new man in us we would walk
in righteousness and true holiness. We would have an
entirely new way of thinking, we would find our inter-
ests far diffcrent from what they were, for through
Christ we have been created after God.

But the work of God was not finished with the
creation of the new mane. He must continue to come
with the power of His Spirit and strengthen this new

, man so that He should in fact walk in
holiness and true righteousnesse TFor
the Macedonian and we today still
carry about with us that sinful flesh
that 1s subJect to the rule of Satan.
This strange conflict is common to all
children of Gode Paul describes it -
for us in the seventh chapter of Romsns

' where we hear the anguished words "For

I know that in me (that is in my flesh) dwelleth no
good thing; for to will is present with me; but how to
perform that which is grod I find note® That explains
our need of grace for g:zces We need the continuing
activity of our God so that we overcome the flesh and
have the new man lead us into righteousness and true
holiness in all that we do. That is what happened in
Macedoniae GCcd did come to them and it was He who
put into their hearts the love for the poor in Jeru-
salem so that whey suppressed the desire to bargain
that is so mch a part of the fleshy so that they were
rid of the fear that the flesh uses to hinder such
giftse It was the Lord filling a vacant spot in the
character of the Macedonianse. That is surely what .
Paul refers to when he tells the Corinthians "now at
this-time your sbundance may be a supply for their
wanty that their abundance also may be a supply for
- your wante" The Corinthians, like the Macedonians
before them had a wants We would say that they were
in neéed of something just as were the Jerusalem Christ-
ians, but in their case this want or need was their
natural inability to produce God pleasing gifts for




this purposes t now God bestowed His grace 12

upon them, supplied this need so that the new man
could stand victcrious over the flesh. The nesed in
Jerusalem supplied the opportunity for exercising the
gift of righteocusness and true holiness bestowed on
them by the grace of Gode

The term miracle is not too strong at all to
describe what happened in Macedonia. What they did
was done only because their Lord did the impossible
and moved them %o bring their gifts not grudgingly
nor of necessity but as cheerful givers.

But what does Macedonia have to do with us
today? It is another mark of the grace of God that
He permits His children to have a hand in bringing
this grace that He bestowed on the Macedonian Christ-
ianse, Paul had had a hand in this with His work
among the Macedonians and. the grace to do that work
was not the special priviledge of the apostle for he
addresses himself to pastors and lagymen alike today
when he writes to Timothy "reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all lcengsufferinge’ It is a responsibility that
we should be ready to accept without hesitations
- Paul did not hesitate, for that was the burden of
chapters 8 and 9 in his second lettsr to the Corin-
thianse There was a problem there and he could not’
be silents The offering for the Christians in Jeru~
salem had been started but had faltered because of
the spirituel protlems that troubled the Corinthianse
They did take precedence, but once they had been
dealt with he must quickly remind them of this respon=
8ibility again, We recognize it as a continuing pro-
blem for our peoplees Again and again we find our-
selves hampered in our work because the gifts are not
sufficiente Let us accept the responsibility that is
ours and be diligent in encouraging our fellow Christ-
ians to a proper stewardship of their material bless-
1NgSe . : :

" But we mist be careful in this work cr the
results could be tragices We must confine ourselves



to those metiods that will bring our people to 13
offer gifts that are acceptable and pleasing to our
Lord. There zre certainly methods that the world has
developed for the raising of funds that are most ef-
fective but wou.d be most objectionable to our Lord.
We will be wise to examine them so that ve will no%®
be trapped into accepting them because of the glamour
and effectiveness that is so obviouse There is real
danger in the field of giving that our pecple may
become guilty of what has nicely been called "legalis-
tic activisme™

The world has become expert in producing re-
sultse e are faced with the question of whether oxr
not we have the right to make full use of the means
that the world has developed so skillfully, just
because they procduce resulis. Since the Lord Himself
tells us through Paul that the 1ighteousness and true
holiness He looks for from His saints is only thet
variety that is produced by the new man created after
God, we must be certain that the only means that we
employ are “those that are going to strengthen the new
man and give him the power to conquer the flesh and
produce these fruits. The point is that the Lord is
not only interested in the product but also in the
productions -And with good reason. He can accept as
good fruit only that that is produced by the new man,
everything that is the result of legalistic activism
is rejected by Him as worthlesss. Just becsuse the
methods of the world are sSo effective in getting
results we may be tempted to bring them into the work
of the Churchs They don't even make good crubtches.
If they are not able to edify, to strengthen the new
man, they will surely result in disaster.

It will do no harm to spend a few moments in
examining the methods of the world so that we may see
the truth of this. The business world has developed
“the huckster method %o the point where it is able to
persuade customers to buy almost anything or to do
almost anythings By coming with repeated slogans,
with attractive packaging, with persuasive arguments




and with snob appeal, the hucksters are successful h
in selling their warese It would be interesting at
this point to have some statisticse. How many pills
do you think have been sold to perfectly healthy
people just because the manufacturer has put on a
successful advertising campaign? We have all doubt-
less heard of the subliminal approach that has been
used with successes In an experiment in a theatre a
suggestion was flashed on the screem during the
course of a movie. It was put there again and again,
but for such a short instant each time thalt the eye
was never conscious of the faect that it had seen any-
thing other than the movie. But after it had been
repeated a number of times a large percentage of the
people went into the lobby for a glass of rootheers
It is true indeed that the human being is so con-
structed that he is susceptible to almost any sugges-
tion that is attractively presented and that is put
before him often enoughe.

We could dignify these methods somewhat,
adapt them %o the program cof the Church and reap a
rich harvest in gifts. We have seen elaborate pro-
motional material and heard clever slogans that have
stirred up enthusiams among the people of Gods These
efforts must surely be used with restrainte Certain-
1y Paul did net depend upen a vivid descriprtion of
the hungry, homeless children of Jerusalen to promote
an interest in’the collection. He told them that the
want was therey but there must be other reasons than
an emotional buildup to prompt the gifts that were
needed so that they would be brought in the proper
spirite There is nothing in the huckster method
that will build the new mane

The world has learned long ago to make use
of the personality boys to persuade others to do
things that they had no real intention of doinge
Some of them have the gift of leading men so cleverly
that those who are being led suddenly find themselves
incorporated in a movement and supporting it vigorous—
1ys without remembering why it was that they joined.
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In the past years we have heard of a number of persons,

many of them prominent, intelligent people who have
found themselves members of communist front organiza~
tionse They are embarrassede They don't remember why
"they Jjoined, they are not communists, but they have
been persuaded by a vigorous personality to become
members of a group they really want no part of. What a
tragic thing it would be if we brought our gifts only
because we liked the man who asked them of use Paul
does remark that the Macedonians gave themselves "unto
us" but quickly adds *by the will of Gecde" He rejoices
because they followed his suggestion and brought giftse
He was careful not to come to them "by commandmentf,
ordering them to produce and he surely did not rely on
his powers of persuasione He rejoices that they fol-
lowed his directiony by the will of God, recognizing
him as their called pastor and giving him the high
honor of recognizing that what he said and did was of-
fered in the spirit of humble service that Gsd asks
of his clergy-

. While 'it is not a method that has bzen formm-
lated by the world, we should take a careful lcok at
the method of giving that is referred to as tithing.
We are especially disturbed because +tithing has
received more and more attention and encoursgement in
Lutheran circles in the recent paste We donfi beliave
that we have the right so much as to suggest the tithe
to our people, for then we would be going kbeycnd our
responsibility of -encouraging them to give as they
purpose in their hearts and we just might encouragu a
feeling of satisfaction bhecause a duty has been done
that would be in conflict with that singlemindedness
that Paul commended in Macedoniae A person might set
the tithe as his personal goal, of his own volition,
but he will surely have to be on guard against a feel-
ing of righteousness and will have to be careful that
he doesn!t stagnate. Certainly we would expect a
growth in faith and love that would soon not be satis-
fied with a tenth but would set his S:Lghts on 12 or
15 per cents




In summary then let us say that we must 16
always keep in mind the baslc propostion that we can-
not measure the effective stewardship of our people by
the sum total of what they have givens Before. thesa
gifts can be accep‘bable to our Lord they must come
they purpose in their hearts, that is they must B 22 Ve
fully without fear of the consequences and with single-
minded purpose» That was why the Hacedonian gifts
trought such Joy to the heart of Paul. Any procedure
that the world follom;, no matter how successful it

‘may be in the end result will have to be suspect and
will have to be rejected unless it can be clearly
shown - that this method is not going to detract from
the ultimate purpcsé of God, gifts that are the pro-—
duct of the nev man, that have been prompted by 'bhe
gift of graces

CertainlJ there will be 1little profit in being
only negative in the matter of stewardshipe Paul was
following a very positive program with which he sras
encouraging the Corinthian congregation to complete
the offeringe He did so by reciting what had happened
in Macedonia so that the Corinthians would be reminded
of the principles involveds Host assuredly he was not
encouraging a feeling of rivalry or competition bo
raise the moneye. That would have been as wrong as

arything that the world has developed to produce-
results. As he writes to the Corinthians then, let
him teach us what we are to do to encourage our
people in this phase of their sanctificatione

While he does not repeat it on this occasion,

Paul has already impressed upon the Corinthians the
basic proposition that what they had was . theirs by the
grace of Gode In the first letter he had reminded
them that they were to give as the Lord had prosperesd
thems They were never to forget that all their mater—
ial possessions were in fact a talent, in the true
sense of the word, a treasure that was God'!s but that
had been put into .their hands to use in His service
and one part of that service was surely that they
help the needy, no mabtter what the need might bees It
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may seem thai this is so elementary that it need

not consume ~ur time. But how often do we give more
than a passing thought to this basic truth? Are we
not at least sccasionally guilty of paying mere lip
service wheén ve use the phrase, "e give Thee butl
Thine owm®"? Our whole economic system is geared away
from this truth and leads instead to the thought that
pur possessions are the product of our personal in-
dustry or are ours because we live in the days of the
Great Societys We work so many hours and in return
receive so many dollars. When a union has been parti-
cularly aggressive the amount per hour is increased
and the credit goes to the unione When a certain age
has been reached it is not generally concerned child-
ren who provide for the needs of parents, but a blue
government check is received in the mail each menth
and after July 1, 1966 the cost of illness wr:_'Ll aT s0
be provideds Even those who live directly off

land find that a destructive hailstorm will resul‘c in
a cash settlement and that a henevoleri govermment is
ready to ease the dependance on rainfall and sunshine
by sending regular checks for not tilling certain
tracts of land. We are a long way from the days in

~ which a gmteful man would shoulder a sack of heat
“and remerber the fine distribution of rain and sun
by which the Lord had made this treasure pOuSJ.blOo

If Paul iras ready to remind his people then that the
Lord had prospered them, certainly we owe it to one
another 'bhau'wre seriously and frequently remind on=
another that what we have is truly not our own. And
this does not mean one sermon per year on the subjects
Let it be the subject of frequent conversation in the
home and among Christians when they are gathered
'bogether.

A.nd why should the Corinthlans be ready to
use thls talent as the Lord indicated? Paul puts it
very briefly, but effectively reminds them of what
had happened to them by the grace of Gods "For ye
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that




- ye through his poverty might be rich." With these 18
words raul is simply remndmg them that their grac:.ous
Lord had, at the price of His only begotten Son, .
redeemed them from the curse of sin, had created in
them the new man, had mnde of those who were sinners
saints, had brought them into a fellowship with Him
s0 that they might serve Him here and be with Him in
eternity. Wasn't Paul missing a golden opportunity
when he was satisfied with Just this reminder when
the need for an offering was so grealt? Where was the
pep talk? We hear nothing of a kick off dinneres dust
this brief but rich Gospel message. Paul was ready to
rely upon the power of that Gospel. He knew that this
Gospel would build the new man, would give them a love
for Him who first loved them that would prompt them to
do His bidding, that it would infect them with this
love of God so that they would find themselves with an
unselfish concermn for others that would prompt them to
use their talent properlys Paul was not experimenting
with something new. When the Lord wanted Isaish to
serve Him as a prophet, He was asking as much of him
as He asks of anyone. But you will remember that the
Lord did not spend a lot of effort and time in telling
him of the work that he was to doe He did not try to
impress him with the necessity of that worke What the
Lord did do was to come to Isaiah in a vision and then
bring this trembling man to his knees with the words
ioe is me for I am undore; because I am a man of
unclean lips; and dwell in the midst of a peoplé of
unclean 1lips; for mine eyes have seen the King, the
Lord of hostse." The Lord had permitted him to see the
glory of heaven, taught him to understand that the
guilt of sin had cursed him, Then, after He had

shown him his guilt, then it was that the Lord came

to him with the burning coal that had purged him of
his iniquitye When it had been impressed upon his
heart that the God of all grace and mercy had for-
given him and spared him certain destruction the
words came pouring out of his mouth, "Here am I send
me, send mel" When Jesus wanted 'bo change timid
carpenters and fishermen and businessmen into” giants
who would go through the land as His apostles, build-



" ing His Kingdom, He did it by spending ysars 2
with them in which He had but one thoughte He would
tell them of the mercy and grace of God repeatedly.
He would make use of every hour to show them every
phase of that mercy and grace until it had been firm-
1y impressed upcn their hearts that they were indeed
redeemed from sin and had been made saints of Gods
-Then they were ready to go into all the world without
counting the cost to themselves, No Paul did nct
pass up a golden opportunity. Let us not underrate

. the effective means our Lord has put into our handse.
But again, let us not restrict this to formal sermon-
izings Let it be the subject of conversation among
us on the informal level, Why should we be so shy
about bringing this up in our conversation with. cur
fellow believers? Wes will be effectively building
the new man in one another when we informally and in
our own words express the truth of the Gospel to one
anothers And this will be necessarys Our flech-
will find a hundred other uses that we could molie of
that with which God hath prospered use

The children of God face another specific
problem when the time comes to bring an cffering unto
the Lorde Surely we have all experienced the dis-
appointment of having fellow Christians heartily
agree to an offering and enthusiastically endorse it
only to have the offering f&ll short because these
very people came with the word that they just could-
ntt afford to do what needed doings Iy we suggest
that there is a lack of courage’there? We may as -
well be blunt =~ they are afraid, afraid that what
they give will cause them to share a meagsr meal with
their families, will make it impossible to make the
next car paymente There is nothing new about this
fears Paul must have met with ity because we find
him anticipating this fear by carefully reminding the
Corinthians that the Macedonians gave beyond their
pewer and then quickly explaining the reason for such
extravagance by telling us that they had firs+t given
themselves unto the Lords That is where we find the
answer to our problem, the answer that can give us




and ovhers the courage to give what is neededs 20

They had learned to sccept the simple proposition
that there was no need for those who had been redeemed
at so great a price to suspect that their gifts to
the Lord who had redeemed them would cause them
irreparable damagee This was not a new thought that
these people had developeds The Lord had long invit-
ed such confidence and trust from His redeemeds You
. will remember that when the chosen people of God be-
trayed their fear by holding back their tithes and
oiferings Malachi was sent to charge them with theft
and to invite their confidence in the continuing con=~
cern of theifr God for them with the words "Prove me
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open you the windows of heaven and pour you out a
blessing that there shall not be room enough to
receive ite" The Savior early invited his disciples
to such confidence when He told them "Give and it
shall be given unto youy pressed down and overflewinga"
Paul makes free use of this invitation to confidence
when he writes the Corinthians "He which soweth
bountifully shall reap also bountifullye" A4 word of
caution is in place when these passages are useds

We have heard them abused when the implication .is
made that this is somre thing of an anti~poverty pro-
grame The Lord doesn!t say that the basket will be
filled to overflowing with cash, It may bey yese
But we dare not mke it sound like a cause and effect
proposition in which we determine what the effect
will be. We are recipients of the grace of God and
that can teke many formss It is significant that we
are not told what happened to the widow who came,
prompted by an astonishing faith in the promises of
Gody and placed her last mite in the offeringe It
might well have been that the Lord bestowed upon her
the specigl grace of seeing this wretched world for
what it was, and of letting her go to her bed and
without complaint slowly dying of starvationg so. to
be translated to the glories of heavene Paul surely
wasn't speaking in terms of dollars and cents when he
wrote about sowing bountifully. He krew that there
might be some who would sow sparingly and still amass
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sparingly was to close their hearts to the Lord's
efforts to enrich them with His graces

‘ | . !
a fortunes But what they would be doing by sowing

The fezr is theres lLet us accept the chal- .
lenge that the flesh lays before us and strenghbhen
the new man who knowz no fears We can do it by the
power of the Word that the Lord has put into our
handse Bub againg let it not rest with one steward-
ship Sunday per ysars Why should not the matter of
this fear be brought out into the open in our casual
contacts with one anothers What a wholesome thing ib
will be if we remind each other that such fear iz rob
in character for the child of God bub that we ars the
trezsured possessicn of the God of grace and we nesd,
in bruth, taks rno thought for the morrowe

The figures in Iutheran giving that we aucted
in the introdvciion are discouraginge But we have no
right to be discouraged in helping ouxr pecpls pUODSI=-
ly to assess and uss thoir material possessicnz. Nor
should we cumbar them with our own asseszment of
whether they are able to give or ncte FPaul lsarned
that lesson in Macedonia. If we follow Paulils pro-
cedure and content curselves with the povsr of the
Word even as he did; then thers will be frult.
Happily he reports o the Romans that the cfferings
were broughty not only in Macedonia bub in Achaia as
wells If we have besn disappointed in the fruibs, it
may well be that thers has been a lack of enthusiasm
and zeal on our part and we have consequently notb
been diligent in helping one another in this difficultt
part of our Christian 1lifes Lot us be at itl The
Lord stands ready to bestow His grace and He will
repeat the miracle again and again and again.

Pastor Ro}ger“b Reim
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