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Missour early yvesars of

nassage inadvisedly and onrematurely. The wnassage

of our case

official record aga

Saginaw Convention as the Scriptural basis for the re

ri. The vassage was

fellowship with “issou

.
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J Since then it has been debated in the 3tan

Ge Committee meetings

meetings the neral Synodical ,

at Watertown in 1956 and New Ulm in 1957. During the

assertions, argumentations and interpretations relat

debated on the floor at Sagin
ing Church

and

ive

became a vart of

it was used at our

splution to terminate

aw.

Tnion Committee

at the Conventions

se years contradictory
to

this opassage

have been made and permitted to stand., Contradictory exegetical vapers
on the pasn@ahave been read, given publicity, and permitted to stand. The

result is that we are now tolerating an unwholesome 1
opinion on this ¥Word of God. We have arrived at
Synod, are now espousing two contradictory doctrines

-”sast W"‘“‘v\ we ‘Vwe (’C’LO
severance of fellowshiv wwt“ ausers

o

one demanding a

fenses and the other insisting upon a contim
same, Both gsides base thelr =mositinsns on the same na

At Saginaw

of terminating fellowship with the Lutheran Church-¥i

the point that

in 1955 Synod used the passage in connection w

atitude of theological

we, as a
of cnuwch fellowship,

%‘,..zzt'/,\ ® be

of divisions and of-

1ance of fellowshin with the

ssace, Romans 16, 17.

inr

ith the thought

gssouri Synod. At

New Ulm in 1957 the hastily derwn-up resolutions use the nassawe ln connection
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"Vigoriously protesting

GSis

with & ContlDHMﬁgdh

%

The use of the passage is explained 1r a note

@’VJW e LJWWLEI‘J\ cLu.r“v2 h’ssc"nésui“"t but

ov&

to refer not to the

5_*6_‘{“5 o? ;ﬂ‘-[(owsl-'(’ a &kgﬂafd %a 4?5& < :-, N

present relstionshin with Missouri but to explain the term "offenses" Buty®
4 descv.pzd —

if the offensses are defined by Romans'16, 17, then Paul's admonition in G
Romans 16, 17 should have been anvlied rather than his admonition m IT Thess.
3, 1%—15. The present confusion 23 a result of this situation is but one
of the lesser cevils. The devastating evil is that we, 23s a Synod, by per-
mitting contradictory inter»retations exegetical naners, and resolutions to
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true confession of this worda ol ths Lord,

The present, sad situation in our 3Synod, then, revolves about dis-

agreement on this nassage. 3ince the New Ulm Convention the under lgned.éw

felt that a set of theserand antitheseson the pasgsage would help clear the
a¢ ‘J in a_ct\rl?—mz./v‘t o ks passeas o Thug

air and, restoreqthe unity of the spirit, By brethren in the area T was

encouraged to begin work on such theses and antitheses, Sihce that time

T have encurred a debt of gratitude, which I herewith actnowled: e, to

e

these brethren for their loving ani natlient assistence In the wording
nodlitr ol Mo bre fhre~ wod o F cvr arec, Reo,s p,ﬂ'lz«l to s (T 71,.—‘:‘,) & ppive dQ vend L of Fhiy Puply.

AR ) ] M\ f
of these theses and antitheses k”mav the Lord gracnusly use &hs feeble

effort tewards restoring in our midst the unity of the spirit iIn the bond

of pesace.
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1. the clarity and authority of this 1. anv imvlication by argumentation
vassage, both iIn the original Greek from the Creek text or by any other
and in the clear, correct rendering arzumentation that this passage is
of our Gsrwman and tnglish transla- unclear, thus subjecting itsmeaning
tions. _ to human judgment, and in this way

destroying its divine authority,.

"Thy “ord is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” (Psalm

o

113, 105) Theésebrief, clear words clearly teach the clarity of Scrivture.

[}

The clarity of Scripture is defined in this way by F. Pileper, "According

a3

e

to Scripture, the perspiculty of Scripture consists in this, that it pre-

sents, in language that can be understood by all, whatever men must know
Jo Vhis
ITt=—sces =2

Lo =z zﬂc‘l'—
4] T 3 ]

to be saved." (I, p. 320, par. 2)

1)

cripture, non-fundarmental as well ar fundamental are clearly taught in
- Hacew F Pieper: “ e wsfine, L'.-u:‘ile,-/ C‘Leh.ﬁﬁfz,@e_,/ic-k d, regqard o F as a
A e . wéi(' esFabishey AL rorm The¥ olf Cliistion doetrices e resee {ecd
clear nassages ol SBerinture. Preseqes Fhet need ne Eyplandinn wheterer (Z p 32y)

of

[ 2]

My discinles indeed." {John

%-ﬂig’_hts to
8, 31-48) he Lord's word is the authoritative norm for discivleship,.

"If ve continue in My word, then are ye

"The ¥Word that T have spoken, the same shall judge him in the Last Day."
(John 12, h8) TMQ TLord's word is the authoritative norm for final judg-
ment. A11 must one day bow heneath the authority of the ¥ord., The believer
and the Church are bound by the ¥Jord now in this world., The Smalcala
Articles exvress the autrority of the Yord in this way: "The rule is:

The Word of God shall establish articles of faith, and no one else, not

even an angel." (Trig., p. !167)

These two truthg the clarity and authoirty of Scripture

basis for the great nrincinle of the Heformation, the SCLA SCRIPTURA,

- YA - + NNT A ST OMTT W £ - = 3 4+ o 3 Y i} y
v Godt's srace the H0LA SCRIPTURA was restored to the Church through

the Reformation, thus freeing Christians once agair from the bondaze of

~r T ) o ~ N 3 S ] s o Tmar - , 3 .
human tyranny. I we tToday anandon thls »nriceless neritage, we exchanse
the slavery to the Yord, which is true liberty, Tor the liberty of slavary

1 o - ka0t ‘ 7 1 1,073 : merev!
5 tho word of man. From thils vwressrve usg, LOTG, €N mercy.
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de sincerely volicve that no ons in our circles will challanrse th
3 L] T AL 4 2 . Fa am varl- 1 b} - Vo
hagic nriacinles wihleh are the Toundation of our wholse theolony. Yo

cl o thxesrincinles as a synod, we have P ndividuals, who,

arve sure b '“?i‘."c“”\
unwittingly we kege, have heen gullty of Qen?lnﬁ}hﬂth the clarity and
authority of an individual vassage like Romans 14, 17, which has served

us as a sedes for the doctrine of church fellowshin for nigh

We neartily subscribe to the words of the memorial addressed to the Synodica

Conference, August 3-6, 1918: "We voint out that Romansg 18, 17f ic a clear

passage, so simple that a child can understand it, though there are those

who becloud it, It 1s a sedes doctrinaes, the clear Word of God, the

foundation stone of the 3Synodical Yonference'!s practice in matters of

}\')

fellowship, that is attacked." If the clarity of any sedes of doctrine

is denied, then the clarity and authority of all

The Creelr text of the passags iz clesar.

)

can easily be determined by studying the way t
them elsewhere in the Scrintures, The textnal

=most likely the vpresant imoorative, but vossibly the aorist, do not materially

alter the meaning. A studv of the tenses and articles serves to bring

.

divine Word into sharner focus, No study of the original text can bec]

the clarity of the nassage Tor the unnreindiced student. e freely ad-
o il > o )

that much that has been written onnthe basis of the original text has
to becloud the text, but that is not due to unclarity in the text but
pre jucice in the writer. F, Piver very avntly remakrks, "3Scripture rema

dark also to those whose prejudice against certain Scrinture doctrines

them from even textually taking note of the resvective words of Scrivpt

the German and snmlish editions of Zausewitz, the recently revised Gau

to
ins
keens

ure.
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s cited as a vrooffinder the cucstisn on church fellowshin,

fal b

lives. It has served and is}serving as God

[¢5]

authoritative word for us and our children on the matter »f fellowshin.
- ac;‘l;h‘
For the above reasons we reneat arain: e bhelieve and eanfess the

clarity and authority of this passage, both in the original Greek and in

the clear, correct rendering of our German and “nglish tranlations,

/

In the debate on this passage at the Convention in Saginaw in 1255
> 5o

and since then, especlally at our recent lew Ulm Convention, ssie speakers

Q

referred to the Greek text of Romans 10, 17. Some of them implied with

- P

their remarks that there is some basic difference between our commonly

used nglish and German translations and the original text. The passionate

The 5fna/'<e/ who teade Vhis plea YRereby smpled Tlet kis oppineis ga tte Joboe fe fod poi sVadootf §Z Ceek

te «f G nd o weré Au. ) of frbir i a‘f::nzf{r?o’f uwéersv'y..)«\ TS € GIT' ey ledols Ao o @ @xpress tha Thouqt bt ol 4

cry came to the Convention: "Back to the Gregk!’; When the Convention.@ffiﬁyg
E (% /rec) A

x L3 . .le b3 i b -
rejectcd the vrenort of 1ts Floor Cormittee, oné spcaker heralded the action
) R V4 . Tor . . - -

as obedience to Romans 10, 17 "in the Greek text." “That is the simple

Christian, the lay delegate at the Covention, to think of such remarks?
d.n-»é‘ &cu(#\ sed

His confidence in the well—knownﬁﬁerman and English translations cannot

but be undermined. TFis confidence in his nastor who exnlained this Word

of God to him on the basig of the translstions cannot but be shaken., His
confrdencéiin-theiwhdle Bible he reads is undermined. 3y such argumentation
,-wﬂ’ b [ V wL) {r’mmy

it was impliedtmhhthe simple ChristianagEZst only the learned theolggian/kg;mut
_ I 22 ;
can@® determine the meaning of Scripture, By the same argumentation the

layman was robbed of the certainty of his faith and his God-given right

4]

and prerogative to prove all things. Therefore, we reject any implication

t that this nassage is unclear, thus

™ 1

by argumentation from the Greel

N
~

te

sub jecting its =meaning $6 human Judgment, and in this way destroying its

divine authorityr.

Likewise we reject any other argumentation that tends to accomnlish
the same. Nne such argurment is the argumsnt on the basis of a false love,



a love unmown to God and the holy wriltem

1 N o ~ L R RS 2 s 1 N = I O R, A 1. 1 -
neart of man, a love waich ignores the 3scond Uommandment of the lecalog

o~ FUR R - PRI S Fal -~ A ™ - -1 . N — . £
ani the rirst Petition of the Lord's Prayer. The nassionate =leas fer the

the bersisfeqdiq G 9

exercise of love toward,erring Missouri, rather than the apolication of
_ possible he
our vnassage lsave the imoression that the God of love &annotj;the Author of
; / N . - 1 .
Romans 10, 17. In the minds of some the command to senarate from srrorists
Aas i Hi 2063 gven ws Hhe chece of
conflicts with love., Others seem to think tthGodAone of two vaths to

Piri':s'tf d’lﬁ
travel, either that of love or the way of sevnaration from the erring Such

"’"1

argumentation turns God against Himself, setsone of His words against

e

another, destroys the clarity of this 3cripture vassage, and nullifies
the divine authority of God in this word. ¥e reject any argumentation
that in any way tends tc make this passage unclear, thus subjecting its

meaning to human judgment, and in this way destroying its divine authority.

-Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide,
For round us falls the eventide;
or let Thy ¥Worad h 'nly light,
For us be ever ht., IZymne 292, S. 1
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K, (skovein)

REJICT

[SUTINAY;

1. the meaning of the verb, sk-vnein, 1. that addition of the concent of
to be a careful observing in the admonition £5 the verb, skovein.

interest of, and affecting, the
observer without an effect upon
the observed, excent zeqaape&se,imxﬁ*oba4,5keﬁewye

The word, skopein, 1s used by the holy writers six times once by St.

Luke (11, 33) and five times by St. Paul (II Cor. l, 18; Gal. 6, 1;

a . : £ \ r b . 5
Phil. 2, li; Phil. 3, 17; aﬂd Romans 10, 17). The verb apnears in the

b

2
crrm'noﬂowTeJ
compound form of episkovountes in Hebrews 12, 15. Thaysr gives as a
definition of the verd from lomer down: "to loo% at, observe, contemplate.”
Tird
With the indefinite object tina the verb means "to fix one's eyes upon,
direct one's attention to, anyone." Then we examine the vlaces where the

ct

fin SRR J oo T - A
Soirit of God moved 3

. Lu¥e and 3t, Paul to use this word in ther writings,
c t f

we find the following distinct

flavor the meaning of the verb:
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The first nassage 1s Luke 11, 35. The context Ffrom verse 29 on Yereahs
Jesus rebuking the vpeonle as an "evil generation" because ﬂ%}f@fused to
accept one "greater than Solomon." Then follows the anneal to the hearers
not to fall into this samne condemnation. Verse 33 expresses the gensral

ile and »nuts it in the basement or under 2 -

Q.

truth that no one lights a can

general truth to the
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bushel, but on a candlestick.

a

individual., Whether the body sees or not will devend upon whether the

eye, that 1s, the heart which controls the sp»iritual 1life of the individual,
1s single or evil. After this foundation has been laid,verse 35 brings

the exhortation: "skopel, take heed, observe carefully, therefore that the
light which is in thee be not darkness.’ Hotice that each individual
hearer 1s to do this caPeMobserving. Lo one can do 1t for him. It is
both persomdand private, within the individual, 3But this observing is in
the greatest interest of and is to have a definite, decided effect unon
the observer. 1In this case the salvation of the observer's soul devends

upon the effect of the observing unon himself, Either he will be led to
hav-d ened

repentance and faith or to blirdness and unbelief. 1In this case the object
FieTed pe
~ 5 3 . . . o . . 3 LY N
of the verb, skdépel, is an indérect guestion introduced by me,"that the

light which is in thee be not darkness." Here the object ig reflexive in
e “.o® 3. e 1“,\ . . __ . -. .

nature. That which is to be obewserved is the sriritusal condition of the

observer'!s heart, It is a self-observation or self-examination. The

gffect whatsoever on anytning or anyone outside of the
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The first vassage from 3t. Paul is IL Corinthians /i, 18, In chanter

}..u

four St. Paul is soeaking of his Gospel-ministry. Beginning with verse 8
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he svneaks of his suffering for
ministry. Yet he 1s unabdle to csase preaching, for his faith comoels hinm
to testify. He is buoved un and enconuraged to continue by the victory as--
sured him through the resurrection »f Jesus Christ. He revesats the thought
of Romans 8, 18 in verse 17, that the present afflictmls but as nothing
comopared with the coming m‘orv. Aqi then comes verse 18, a verse of hove,
Llli aKo Fourfwv’ n/(-uw/
"while we loolr not {me skopounton emon) at the things which are seen

(all the suffering connected with the preaching of the Cospel), dbut at

the things which are not seen ( the coming glorious resurrection and

>

. - I o - - “ . Ky -
final victory with otice once again that S5t. Paul  revealirig to his
t*%t he and his associates are doing,
readers We=g® a tyce of careful observing,that is private and personal in
nature,but which is in their own interest and which will have a definlte
effect up-n them, It is to f111 Paul and his associates with JI0PE and

v

vlth joy, courage, and willingness to continue in the Gosnel ministry.
In this case the object nf the observing is a looking away from the vpresent
realities (all the suffering for the Gosvel's sake) and at the eternal
realities (the final victorv and glorv with Christ). Notethat the observing
affects neither the seen nor the unseen. The sufferings remain whether
they are carefully observed or not. The unseen eternal realities likewise
remain unchanged and unaffected by the carefully observing. But the ob-
server is to be affected by his observing and is to »rofit therefrom.

St, Paul uses skopein again in Galatians 6, 1. In chapter five of his
epistle St. Paul urpges the Galatlans to stand fast "in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free." He warns again against the false teachers who

were destroying that liberty by the addition of works to faith as nscessary

liberty., TIn the last nart of the chanter he directs himself to matters
of morals, warning sgalnst the works of the flesh and encouraging the works

of the snirit. In charter six Paul tackles the vproblem of what 1s to be

done if a wnerson is overtaken in s fanlt, either suffering the lost of

Christian liberty by becening the victim of law-works or by —is-using that



overtakwen in a fault, yve which are sniritual, restore such an one in

the snirit of meelness.,” &nd tren comes a —mersonal nohte ta the nerson
TKO T v

restoring such an one that is overtaken, '"considerin~ thyself {skonoun

:;“(l_olurt;r

seauton), lest thou also be temnted.” Here agalin theconsidering” or

"observing" is extremely nrivate and versonal, a matter of self-soul-

=

searching. %Who 1s to benefit from it? The observer, none else., e is

nis observation nersonally.
,\rvo{"h«
Through his observing he 1s to be »reserved from falling by spiritual "vride

to observe in his own interest and orofit by

into the same tormtation from witich he is seslking to rescue ancther.
Tach corrector of another is to be carsful, for as St. Paul says, I Cor,
10, 12: "Yherefore let him that thinketh he standeth ba%e heed lest he
fall." ‘There is no second party or thing inveolved here. And so the

observing cannot affect another since in this case the objsct is reflexive.

St. Taul uses the skorein again in Philinrians 2, L. Beginning the
chapter with a truly evangelical motivation in verse 1, adding a nersonal

d-
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note in verse 2, Paul continues with his basic admoniti~n tha

pians be "likeminded." verse 3 the vparticulars start. He warns

P

1s a warning against selflshness

"‘i:_—
o

against oride and haughtiness. Verse

which will destroy the "likemindednsss." %k Mo 8—ouP—Ferse;—ty—in
1)

——

n ~-- Tkoj7Tovvtéj
"Look not every wman on his own things (me - -skopountes),

- . e T an " ] TN . <

but every man alzso on the things of others. Kach individual membere of
+1 P PRI N SN | S I SRR | + A I3 [ ] [T TR 0 ~2 "
the Philinnian congrscation is to do this "locking not, but looking at.

mn

lle is to do it as a matter of self-interest in the intrest of benefit

§of self. This careful ~observing is to preserve the "looker" from self-

7 11 - L L] 1 e S 4 R e S | 4). - K S rd e b
Here the object of the "looking” is exnressed in the negative with the
4 1 3 3 3 T 34 ~ - P ~ ~ 4 e 2N 4 PEre
noslitive mlied, It directs the observer away from his own versonal con-

cerns to the problems and concerns of another, not w!
of affecting either his own thinas or tre other »nerson's, but to affect

his own heart, mind, attitude, scibitual health.



Paul smeaks autobilogrannically of :is own s»iritual exnerisnce of being
freed from the law snd glven grace, de then victurss his own 1ife in

grace as a continnal striving forward in grace tarough this 1life until

he receives the crown. 1In verse 15 Paul bagins to urge the Philiopians
towards the same end. In 17 his anpneal waxes more vassionate. "Brethren,"
he says, "be joint imitators with me and mark theose in Philippl who

walk as I walk, and imitate them." The marking is a wnersonal, orivate,

ThHe markine is to motivate the =arker to imitate, cowny, the good examnle
re-wal¥ing Philipnians. Thus the marker is to
-ne good example of others,

ines nnt affect those good exanples in any way wahtever.

/

but that marking

It is rather to affect aﬂ% and aﬁﬁ who does such marking.

-
4]

We now come to Paul's e of skovpein in the nassage ander con-

10 indication in the text that

6}
]

. . / . .
sideration, Romans 10, 17. There i

[

skooein is here being used in a new sense or with a meaning or flavor

in the other passageL As both an apostle and
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the omans to mark,

as- a brother to brethren Faul beseeches, pleads wit

i1 i

to keep their eye on, to observe carefully. This marking is in

(=

t
interest of the Romans and all Christians who do such marking. The

"

4

oy

1is case indicat

o

8
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spetificoinstruction connected with the marking in th

that the marking is in~the interest of self-nrotection against errorists,
association with whom will endanger the Christian's faith., The marking

is to have a definite affect unon trose doing the marking. The effec
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the marking is to have ueon the markers is so
names it svecifically. The =marker is to avnaid those whom he has carefully

‘fenses. IHowever, the marking has

=

sions and o

[

iv

Q_.

observed to be causing <

no effect upon those causing division and offenses. In no passage do

. b}

the verb, skovein, Iindicate an action initiated by ¢t

)

he subject of skopein

m

uoon the object of the skopein. The action of skopein has an effect uvon

Hh



the subject of the verb, not uovon its object. So strons is this charac-

o ® . Fal 3 -3 1., b . e ' - [ - .
teristic of the verb that the object tends to be reflexive. Iark thvself,
. ~e T o e - 1 e X ~arr de T 2 o e J—
mark a condition of thine own heart, mark not your own things. 3But alwars
e 1vmm 4 1 hounce hae! a “fect th marke g thing - e

the marking 1s to bounce back and affec ne marker. Some thing or someone

red 4.}eo$€1
other than the marker is;wsaffected by the marking.

This then being the case, we rejsct the addition of the concept of

admonition to the verb, skopein. ¥Welither the dictionaries nor the use
N :
of the verb in Scripture admit thiis concept in defi

2

ning the verb. It

}..h

-
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just isn't there. This further characteristic of the verb that it affects
i Lew MIS &Larac)‘ epes '{',é )

.bject is reflexives

ct

the subject rather than the objasc exzcent w

o ’

also rules out the concent of admonition. For admonitinon is a2 definite
spiritual activity uo-n the admonished. How did this concent of admonition

23 -+

7 . | . .
come to be added to thevverh, mark, Tossibly some when studving this

vassage had in thelr minds the long vrocess of admnonition being carried

e

on for ysars by our Synod over against Missouri., A vlace for this labor

™

of love, this admonishing, was then thcught to be found in the skopein.

+
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Ju sn't there!
i

7

2..the insertion of a period of
admonition between the wmarking
and the avolding.

that the slmultaneouo physical and
pracBic#¥effect of the marking
uvon the marker is the avoiding.
e have already noted that the marking »roduces an effect upon
the marker., In the passagesexamined he marks and revents, makks and is

filled wit» hove, marks and is on guard against temotatinn, marks and
i1s on guards against selfishness, marks and imitates a good examole. In

all these cases the &ffect is clearly imnlied but not snecifically stated.

In our vnassage ¥Faul svecifically names in the farm »f an imnerative the
effect the marking is to have upon the marker, He 1s to mark and avoid,

There 1s no time lapse, as little as there is in our common exnressions,

"sit and rest,” "look and see,” "be quiet and listen." The avoiding 1is
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In bringing to your attention and emphasizing for you this peculiar
flavor of skopein, namely, that it is a personal, private careful observing
that goes on within the observer without affecting a second party, the
observed, there may arise the thought that no outside person is at all
involved. Each individual person does #his skopeinfygnd when he 1s finished
with it, then it wlll have its proper effect upon him. When applying this
thought to our present sitmation it would mean that each pastor, professor;
congregapion, and individual should and wifijﬁﬁgpein and when he is |
finished,.he will avoid., We have been assured that when the time is ripe,
the resglition to avoid will be unanimous. Noticey however, that it is
the Apostle Paul, who with divine authority from the outside,is beseeching,
urging, exhorting the Roman Christians to do and not neglect th#s skopein.
In the Luke-passage it was the Lord who was urging the skopein upon his
hearers. In the other passages Paul again was urging the skopein to
achleve various ends in his readers. In all cases the Impetus to do the
skopein came from the outside. In a group of Christiani such as our Synod;
one is to serve the other, The gifts of all arg:;ooled for the benefit of
all, In the case before us the skopein is to have a protective effect upon
us. God has given some keener insight, deeper knowtedge, a braver spirit.
Some have been placed by God through the vote of the body into places of
leadership and red%nsibility, They have the responsibility of sounding the
alarm for the Synod as a body, just as the pastor has that resvonsibility
in his own congregation. By the same token an outsider may help #d®e
& ofhes fivm lave
individuel Christian do his skopeinlby showingkhow the ¢rring,progressed
to the condition of being errorists, and so causers of divison and offenses,
Since Christians are gathered together by the Holy Ghost through the means
of grace, the skopein is gensrally done collectively. In such a case the
effect of the skopein is collective upon the whole grougé? That was the

A e -
T Forus ¥le Grovp 5 @rey (ot <¢
original setting in the Enjistle-td the Romans, ﬁS—it‘iﬂ—%ﬁﬂmrﬂﬁﬁﬂl4ﬂﬁmﬁ£¥
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gsimultaneous with the mariting. That does not =egan taat it nas to be

effect of the mariing, It involves the marker as a nhvsical nerson.

The marker may mark in the orivacy Of his study and simultaneously he

avoids, but the practical avolding does not come until a situation arises

. T

that demands the physical and practical cgrr‘llg out of the avoiding.

e reject the inssrtlion of a period of admonition between the

marking and the avoliding. +#nd the reason why - it just isn't in the

text. St. Taul just doesn't say, 'mark, admonish, and then avoid."
4(;:;50 Lt have L(S(’cl
snition in thiis nassage, some

- — | ) <
rave wanted the concent of

Wh AFRIRY - Wi REJECT -

3. that the action of the verb is 3. apy—edmonition in this nasserce
directed at anyone and everyone wio  execent the admonition of "aveoiding,"
persistently disobeyvs-the Truth 1in ah ‘“3““*‘““ b Yl posiage  @alls For
doctrine and vractice, thus causing “d“”“”*”“f ”Eje qr“d“ﬂ e adhﬂ&*ﬁ
divisions and offenses. - ePrectd of ri. GuerFoeq.”

con ke cowsidered
For the purpose of discussion this point, thetically and antitheti-

b

jie

that this vpassage is dealing with

’
{

cally at the same time. The polint
as Foev o5 our cg\egei.q_t“.;,, Vs €owme cr,\e&

veoole who,always have been disobedient to the Truth or »eonle who once
Ny A LY - -

were obedient but who desvite all admonition have become vpersistently

5

disobedient, The latter situation conccrnskcl"e“lv at the moment.

o

£ . o . . s
Romans 10, 17 presupposes loving admonitione. It comes after such ad-

ai’l
1ail

>d, for it has to do with neople who are nersistently
h k o

@

2 R 4 - N
disobedient, and ar

o

thus causers of divisions and offensses, This passave
: Poss.bl(’
is the, admonitory ebhech oF fhe

e
ct
I_Jn
o]
)

is the end of the trail. Its only admon

. Paul's letters abonund in ex"ortations and instructions regarding

D
5
S
@
3
oy

P s oy . 3
the admyition of the brother wtn errs. Romans 1iv and 19 are

chavters w-ich advise the strong now fo deal with the wear in 2 loving

manner regardaing eatling meats and observing davs and other vestizes of
Jewism. ‘hen one readstInCorinthians, one has reason to be thankful for

not having all the problems to face that Paul faced In that one congregation



1.
T

schismatic neovle, a worally defunct nerson, neovle

G vne

neratical enictle is & oo
examnle of loving admonition, that Tervent sseiting to shoew ths sinner the
error of his ways and lead baciz to tho’f¥ntn In Galatians raul
strikes Qut vigorously against the errscrists who fteach a gosnel wrich

is not another, chanter one, but deals so gantly with the victims of
2,

those errors in chanter . In II Thessalonians, Paul is dealing with
brethren who have progressed to the vnoint of making propaganda for their

situstion is more serious. St.

errors br their way of
directs the Thessalonians to a form of withdrawal for the »urnose of
shaming.the brother, vet all within the bonds of fsllowslhiip. In all
this instruction regarding admonition and in his own vractice of such
admonition, as we see 1t in "is epistles, St. Paul is but a?plying
unto himself and others the three varables of our Bord rscorded in Luke
15: The parables of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Piece of Silver, and the
Lost Sons. But when we come to Romans 16, 17 3t. Paul takes us beyond

s confronted with

(=0

hat is the Christian fto do when he

all of this.
those who persistently disobey the Truth in doctrine and practice, thus

causing divisions and offenses., Vhen that situation arises, Paul sgys,
7’\:&/"{ ne Yaae for &-clmeu\n'huxa’#:ﬁ,“:ﬂﬁ sedio. of " voidiag " pec S’j‘l”- lova ax adecrs IT‘)VLK
then you mark and avold., % Er—sa ton—Fittin rea—s—the

ATV u\rw\n 'h»é__ C—au—ﬂf,,r:‘:;‘—- h& cﬁw.;..,;)-
H o LaJ B »

g -—-—_UU_\-‘J..') OJ\./.:.-L e
admanitio

hinds

n love;

he 1
The fellowshivn of kindred minds
- - L V7
Is like to that abnve. ywm 10l, S. 1
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. that, a 1 1. all defini

meaning calls nrocass of
for an T 3till main
cleavag nre- nreceding
ceding ion, action, or
or relat
Thayer defines ekklino as meaning "to turn asid
"apo" with the genitwve of versons it means "to turn
aléof from,one's society; to shune one.” For our
may,ziven the word that conflicts with its use by th
Scripture. Above all, there dare be addsd to the me

no human opinion or jucgment based uvon theological

o)

evaluation of certain existing conditions. The wor

‘7\

mean he verb, a

away" while still mai

PasSsSAages one can a

Tex" waich is sbrength

vassage under consideration by

St. Paul uses g%klimo in Romans 3, 12. Beginni

Paul shows that both the Gentile and the Jewish worl

-

N

(¥ S

of ie sums vl his elaborate velonment in 37,

e

sin.

3
@)

we have before nroved both Jews and fentiles, that:
b

sin." That is a broad and all inclusive judgment.

-
L

to the 01d Testament, to the familiar Psalm 1lL. 1In

t affirmed,above, =

linste)

tions of the verb as a
"leaning awavy" while

taining the former and
con®dition, course of
relationship.

le, deviate.” With
away from, keep

irnnses n» meaning
g holy writers in
aning of the word

orejudice or an

is used three times

2

eter 3, 11

he vafCu

e

nd the point

the

ntaining

5

ad the vprefex

that
enéd in the chief

14 apo. n

ng in chanter one

4 are hownelesg vichtims
g he

when writes,

they are all under
For suvvort Paul goes

verse 12 he cuotbas

verse 3 of the Psalm, "They are all gone oubt of the way, they are together
become unprofitable: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.” The
former and nreceding condition that is presuvnosed here is the state of
innocency when Jod created man in His own Image. The going aside, ex-

£ ? X

e e’t(hyav
oressed by X°V11n91 is the break away from the orginal state of righteous-

ok € m\ﬂamk\— e lbres e F ollmees
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ness and ﬂu:it? Thst break was comnlete, so commlete that all mankind
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former and nreceding condition ma'es one cuilty of endorsing Velagisniasm,

P
“
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St. Peter also uses the verb, ekklino, in hi irat evistle, chanter

3, verse 1l. In this section Peter is exhorting Christiansto sanctification.

In so doing he quotes from Psalnm ’H, 15, "Let him eschew evil, and do good;
éi(k. I\I/J—fm
let him seek veace, and ensue 1it. Here the immerative form, ekklinato,

is translated, "Let him eschew." Here the former course of action is

"doing evil." The verb demands a break with this course of action. The

good vpresupposes a vrevious break with evil. The
:—lt{’(.l(’_i;l'
wi

from evil while still mail nta ning contact,and

positive command to do
thought of a "leaning away

at the same time doing good 1s impossible, The ekklino demands as basic

for its meaning an initilial break, a point of cleavage, with something

3t, Paul also uses ekklino in the vassane that is our chief concern

N -

- 7 e . 5 N
at the moment, Romans 10, 17. After urging-the Romans to mark them which

iy

ontrary to the doctrine, Taul continues wit

©
3
1)
)
[}
o]
(0]
3
ta
®
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cause divisions

the admonition, "avaid them."” Here the break is awav from the former

exnressed by the salutation with

the holy %iss, The "break" idea of the verb is here strensthened by a

second "break-away" nreposition, the "apo,” The thought of a "leaning

away" while still mainfaining fellowship, a sort of a half-hearted sniritual
emorace without the holy kiss, is contrary to the usage of the word in
Seripture and nullifies the warning of the Lord.

tion renders "them" as the direct object of tt

a s
verb, avold., The translators translated correctly according to the senee
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t is interesting to note that the use of ekklino by the translators

=

>f the Sentuagint confirms our thesis that the definition of the var:

2 EoN 3 3 2 1 7 1 =1 v e . !
demands as basic an Initial dreak. Consider Proverbs 2, 7: "Be not
wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and devnart from evil." The

debrew verb, sur, that 5t. Paul and 3t. Peter,

[

"devnart! is the sam

fellowing the Sentuagint, translated with ekklinvo. The Sevtamagint

50 Leve.
+rEzowize translates the "devart" with ekkline. 1In this case the

b

narallel 1is even more exact, for the verb is followédd by the same

"

sevarating nrenosition, "ano! as in our Romans 16, 17 mnassare.

Another interesting nassase is Proverhs i, lh-l : "inter not into

-

the vath of the wicked, and go not in the way »f svil men. Avoid it,

vass not by it, turn from it, and vass away." In this case the idea
1‘ zxrrdjf( -

of ang initial break with a preceding course of ctlon basee times in

bero.
I
compound synonymous paralleliem. The holy writer heaps up expressions

3 s5a¥of

to imoress the thought of the necessi ity of apbrea{ with evil and evil
uutaaﬁlnt :

men. The,translators, whom we credit with having known their Greek,

A~

chose the verb ekklino to put the thought across. The "turn fron it,

whlch In the Hebrew is the synonym for sur, the satah, is translated
o o 3 ’ M
. . - + -y . v . . .
ekixlinon, again followed by the "apo." e bring this intercsting corrobo-

ratlve evidence just to show that we are not trying to force the language

to establish a point, but are just letting the language sveak confident,
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From the-doyful company of those whe

doctrine and fel and in breaking of bresd, and in vrayers,’ (Aacts
2, '12) Paul turns tc those "causing visions and offenses!

is as simple as it 1s brief, aveld, that is, have no fellowship. By
fellowship we mean wnat we commonly term church fellowship, that is,
pulnit, altar, anc vrayer@fellowship. The avoiding has no reference

to the social, political, or business syheres of life. Our Lord does

not command us to leave this world, but to remalin in 1t while not being

g nart of 1itb.

e reject any "avoiding" that sti1ll ad~its of the nractice of
church 071ow hinp Church fellowshin involves matters oth than
rvublic preaching, the celebrating of holy comrminion, and »nraving., T

have in mind matters like transfers from one congrezabtio-m to another,

swonsors, guest organists and soloists, stc. To 1limit the "avoiding"

to.,an avolding of the-farmal vractice of joint vreachingg co mmunion;ewuﬁg
sc[{ous‘L-}-

and prayer worship while permitting fraternal transfers, soonsors,

ard v oy ince Jthd‘:‘*k fl':‘es PN QZ//M"“S L’f’
guests organists and soloists, &be. 1s to contradict, confuse, and

destroy the "avoiding.” ‘When I can no longer nreazh, commune, and pray
with someone, I can no longer transfer to such an one, have him serve as
sponsor, organist, soloists, or in any other capacity that involves the

practice of church fellowship.

W

ot
ot
o

JTowever, a warning must be sounded his moint. %Ye are here laying

down a nricinlez ‘e are not trving to and cannot solve all individual
casss that may and will arise.with the declaration of the severance of
church fellowship. The directive of the Jord of CGod in Romans 16, 17

must be apvolied,not in a legalistic manner, bHut an evancelical manner

as any and everyother Word of God. That means vnatient instruction and

loving concern for the weak. e will have to work with this Word of the
Lord in the same manner that we labor with other commands such as, "This
do ye oft" regarding communion attendance, "Let the Word of God dwell in
35 nt " 1ove Him, f e first loved us
rding church attentance, "‘e love :ilim, I1or ne 1iTS

you richly" rega



vy

regarding stewardship, "VYe fa%%er oring un your children in the nurture

and admonition of the

Lord does not want us

"3

His neople by the word sosthat their will becomes the will to obey the
Word of the Lord. But let no man use the example of the weak among us,

rrounds for

el

the confused, the difficulty of cases that shall arise as

either 2 postnonement of obedience or disobedience to this passage.f Let
Alng one who ArfAue. in This menner esontd Foll unuw dul«;,:,.«./& o tie Lecod, MaFlhews 13,050 * je blemdd ooy i oy,
PTATIS sraia naty Bl 3w etlos o Bawmnel. T

us rather dragiGo for the grace to obey, and then for grace to teach

others toc ober.

Death's dread nOW'r in me 1s rife;

Jesus, may Thy Word of Life

F11l my soul with love's strong fervor

That I cling ton Thee forever. Hymn 296, S. 1

OF TTZ MIS30URI SYNOD AS "POIOUHTAS.M

WE OAFFIRIE - WE RBJECT -

1. that Missouri's persistent and mi- 1., the plea that the TLssour; Synod
litant fudgggggq gghgégggﬁgéon and has not yet been convincing 17
her defense,in the race of the in- proven to be persistent in
tense, earnest efforts of our Synod causing dilvisions and offenses
since 1933, and the plain and unegui- and that additional admonition
vocal indictments of Missouri by our ig demanded of us in love before
Conventions of'51, '53, and '55 re- love avoids.

love all leg wtlﬂafe qouot as to the
questionzof ‘Missouri's heing a ®causer
of divisions and offenses.®
I have no intention of furnishing elaborate ana detailsd vroof from
recent church history that ths ¥iss~ari Synod is now and has been for some
time causing divisions and offenses. The case against her is a matter of
history. All has been done out in the open, not in a dark corner. There
D/ - s
always have been those and always will be those who claim to be unable on

shil

so there are those among us wioaclaim to be unable on the basis of the last

a~d offenses contrary to the doctrine.” For such the word of Dr. F. Plevar,

-

. N ~1 . . I
guoted in the 19i.8 Memorial to the Synodical Conference,applies: "Suvvnose



However, a ifew remarks may vst be made to elaborate our statements.

ho can deny that we, as a Synod, have been vatiently and lovingly ad-

monishing the “issgouri Synod since 1829 thrnuz!

communicatinns, by essays and debate at Syrodical Conference conventions,
through our elaborate and exnensive series of tracts, and in alwost endless

committée mestings.

and we fear effectively, carried to us by their conventlons, essays at

Synodical Conference conventions, by their counter tracts and pamplets,
by their men in committee meetings, ana by their continued public church

A3

volicy. Add to this the fact that ¥issourl has

conrrecationsin order to maintain their false nosition on Scouting,

position, and that they continue in this-

does it all add uv to? Simmly this that

T

¥issouri has versistently and militantly rejected our sdmonition and even

as persistently and millitantly defended and made propaganda for her errors.

“hat has been the sffect of this situation upon our Synod in con-
vention assembled! ‘hen one reads the reports of the 1953 convention, one

b e QYPNS;J EZ‘*&Y h.{p.o.d‘o‘w
is repeatedly con lrontea to carry all matters to the forum of the Synodical
A 3

Conference. e were thorouhgly dissatisflied with the answer we recceived

~1. e x 1. - [ S . . e L . .
to our letter of 1249 rewarding the many various mainfestiations of unlonism
in Missouri., OFf Scounting wo sald that "Tissourit's renly "holds forth

» + - v
s vexing problem,” and that "this wmatter

3 39T & 13 ~ .
will brook no further delay. Regarding the Common Uonfession we stated
. 3 . T st ~1n 3 - s 1 .
that its adortion bv issouri "involves an untruth and creates a basically
st 1ts o g
. s .
. 2 b 3 42 L haoan Afic] 1v BT cC as =2
antrathfnl sitnation since this action 2as 986n OLsL tally inte 5 &
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In 1253 our Standing Committee broug

Synodical Conference and made it i=xnossid
with the Missourl Synod and osur joint 1lab

The Floor Committee revort,

declare that the Luthsran Church -
the present hreak in relations that is

the Synodical Conference and the continua

. . -
sister Synod,"

n - 1o 5 + s

Then we cone to our 1955 convention

. . - ten pe
Committee came to the comvention with th
with deewest sorrow, taking notlice of th
igsouri Synod 1s causing divisions and
/mich we haveo learnsd, we, in obedlence

dettare the fellowship which we have had with s

Preamble of the Floor Committee,

oY

1 r

~is kind of language, A chur

y its official resolutions, policies, a
Scripture also becnmes subject to the In
Lutheran Church-¥issouri Synoa has by it

(¥ ——

and practices created divisions and
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n

the entire Synodical Conference. Such di
standing."
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2. rk...and
the
c3.
The “"igsonri Synod has revesled itself to be a causer of divisions andg
offenses. ‘le have publicly declared her to be such., Yet we have refused

-

to avoid her. Why? There 1s the opinion that we dare not obey our God
when Ile says, "Avoid," until all hovne of regaining the erring is extinguished.
1t the New Ulm Convention we heard the passionate nlea, "¥ait until the
comnittees have met, va them a change." Others arrus that the Missouri

o

Conventionn of 1350 has established-a hetter basis, a working basis, for

the possible future re-establishing of the unity of the s»irit. e reject

such argumentation as sophistry. Where in God's Yord does God give us the

right to disobey NOW because of the possibility of a change in the situation

o3

he ol

ct

in the FITURE, Certainly we hope that !Missouri will return to
paths so that those hundreds of thousancs of simple Christians in ner midst
of liberalism that they will suffer
the comnlete lost of the Turth. But that hope W“tq1n me dare not prevent

If it does,

me from obeying a s»ecific ‘ord of the

then that hove is of tr h and of the devil., The sa=e applies to love.

If love becomes the grounds for disobedience, then such love is not the

true love of the iard and he brother, but a love which snrings from

N

and 1s &frthe devil, Ton ohey always has heen, sver is, and always

oF
4
i,-—J
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n
3

ne

U

shall be better than sacrifice, 2ur God says, "Yark and avoid." He doe
not sayy "Mark, wait and see, 1live in hove, and if at length all fails
and hove is finally extinguished, then resizn yourselves and avoid,” Our

God had good reason for not so speaking, for He knew that if He would sveak

in that way, the time for avolaing woiuld never come, for !lis people would
be weakened by constant contact with the erring to the noint of inability
el

\wz'ys
a1 b - 1§ 1 3
to act. Our God knows the fearful trutH)sT what the would-be strong among

"

4

it

ns seem to deubt, ‘A 1ittle leaven leaveneth the whole lump.



kWMay the Lord in His grace and mercy bless this work of love to
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simole understaniing of this clesr word, to a humble child-liie
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in the bond of w»neace among us.

"Lord, keen us steadfast in Thy "ord;
Curb those who fain by craft and sword

.

“jould wrest the dingdom from Thy Son

And set at naught all He hath done.”" Hymn 261

Paul F, HNolting
Lleevny Eve, #¥innesota



