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Prayer:

Father of mercies and the God of all comfort, who through the willing obedience,
suffering and death of Thine only begotten Son hast reconciled us to Thee, and hast
committed to our hands the ministry of that word of reconciliation, grant us grace by
Thy Spirit ever to treasgure this word as our greatest gift. And as our special peti-
tion for these young men whe now are b0 prepare themselves for the work of that min-
istry: May they all truthfully be eble t0 says as did the repentant and humbled Peter
of olds "Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee." We ask it in
H is Saviecur name to whom that confession wag made on the sheres of Tiberias long
centuries agone. Amen.

Texts John 21, 17-19

Fellow maeeznﬂd, and ‘,s,poc, Ay vuxn ;yoang men who elther are enteving upon or con
tinuing in the study of sacred Fa BV 2 unto you, and peace, from God our
Father, and {rom the Jord Jesvs

sui ]2

- Thus we have Jearned Lo sing .j.n onge of ouy U *aasucd bymns. And it is a guention
we should constantly ask ourssives. For it is as trae today as it-_was on the day our
Saviour was tempted in the t-zildérnesaz The devil guoted Scri.j)ture all righi, but lefd
out some very significant words of that 2isi Psalm, namely: ®In all thy ways." Our
hesvenly Falher has prowised Lo Le wiih v, lest we dash our fool ageinst a stons, bud
enly when we ave found in His waysa '

For the sake of those of you who are heglmu.nc your formal theoiogical training
it is well_ that you from the very start bear certain basic principles in mind. Awrong
them will be this: Will ny hahavioar' be such that it will not give offence to my fel-.
low believers? What wiil be the nabure of my work as a shepherd of the flock? Ig it
work at which the world at large will marvel, end for wiich it will give due credit
at cmce"' Or is 1t perhaps somethilag umr-h will nave to wait for a more just evaluation?
”he angwer to that last question will be found in thc .11th r‘hapter of the Epistlis Yo
the Hebrews, where, in the midst of an emmeration of what the sainte of God had to

bear, we are told (and that by way of a perenthesis): ¥OI whom the w rid was noi wor-
thy." Heb, 11, 18,

Tet this be said ab once: "iIf you have not patience Lo wait for God?s appoinied
iime vhen looking for results, you had bebtter step out of line - the sconer the vetier
For when the prophet Issiah telle us: "He thal believeth shall not make haste," Is —
28, 16, it includes alsc this matbler of wa:l..tmg pa.t.o.-rantl,;r-for God's pax*ticular Tafter 3
ward." That adverb has & most sigaificent meaning in Scripbure: "Now po chasiening for OB

the vresent seemeth Lo be joyous, bub pricvous: neverthelesz AFTEAWARD (it yizideth thn
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peaceavle frull of righteousness unto them which are ezercised thereby.” Heb. 12, ]

And sO we shall tada_yg on the basis of our text, center our atiention ou:

PYHAT CHRIST?S ‘FOLLOW MB® IMPLIES."

Accg_rding to our text it implies three things:
1; A love for Christ which treasures His word even when it rebukes.
2. A love for Christ which wills only what God wills.

| 3. & love for Christ which will glorify God by what we are reasdy to suffer for
Christis sake.

1. Even when it rebukes us, I used to trouble me no end when in my younger days
I ran scross that Bible passage which says: "He that hath my commandments, and keepeth
themy he it s that leveih me." Joho 1. 21, I wanted to have the assivance that T
§

-

troly loved my Ssviour, bwt had I kapt His commandments? 1L the keeping of His com-

wandments would imply that I had never violated them, then cerialin?y my love of llm
would f£ail shori of the mavic. Had that been the meaning of keeping liis comnandments,
Peter would never have daved speak as he does in this .méx'rﬂng*s text. But what is its
meaning? There is a Ykeeping® which implies that I treassure it even when it reveals
my sins and rebukes me. And that is the meaning of that Greek word TEREIN here » as in

so many other passages iu Holy Writ,

When Peter appeals to Christls omniscience ("Lord, thou knowest all things™), he
means “hat in dead seriousnessg. It is as though the thoroughly hwmbled fisherman had
seids “The real Peter, the Peter I went 1o be in my inmost heart, that Peter loved you
even in that shameful houvr when he in the courtyard of Caiaphas cursed and swore that
he did not know you." Whabt was it then which was lacking? It was the unwavering coux:

age to back vp with his tongue whai his trembling heart -toid 'h.im was true. For God has
baught us: "If thou shalt confess uith thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised hin from the dead; thou srzalt be saved.” Roma 10.%

In that awful hour Peter was more concernad sbout saving h:m physical life 'chan in
having a part in the 1ife which shall never end., The old Adam in him d3d not have
courage 1o stand np for tho reih. wnd se & comgequence ho fell. Had ke resliced n
that chilly moruing houvr that w2 can do nothing sgainst the truth, but for the truth,
he would have been spared that shameful fall, Here we ha't{é an instance of what Puul
d:?.slcusses in that selfereveaiinz 7th chapter of Romans: T4 is no more I that do by

but sin that dwelleth in me.® Pom. [, iT7.
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:i‘in".kp.le Did the well-meaning, bal screly blundering, Peter leave his H

dey up in Galilee when Christ had to call him a Satan? No, he humbled himself under

the mighty hand of God, and was in due time exalted. It looked rather cominous that da
in Capernaun following the feeding of the 5000 in the wilderness, when the vast mejoritsy
‘who had seen thal miracle tuvued theiyr bscks on Chris®, saying: "This is an hard saying:
who can hear 137" Joh. 6, 60, "ut when on that day Peter was facad with the alternstiv:
of going with the erowd or casting his Jot with the lowly Nazarene - he didn®i for a
moment hesitabte, bub immedlatelr stemmered forth: *loird, to whom shall we go? thou bast

the words of eternal Jife. Awl we Lelieve and are sure that thov art Christ, ihe Son

of the living God.® Joh, 5, 63.59. id Psisr vesent %he rebuke which his fellcw apostls
Jagt had bo el ex bofum Sown s Aablooh becanse Yeier had disscablsd, refusing vo
sab wifiy he f . B3 owuwaosy bown o Ghe pover of the ddvwine word which 194

Fa, 1 Ly
bukes Ydas

If you ave to follew Christ as His mndershepherds, you will have te tske an 2

tude toward the word which the soxid et large will consider superstition. %"The wurd
verbally inspired? Hidiculous!” says the scoffing worid. But the word of God cislms

for itself thaib vex‘y earmarck. “All scriplure is given by the inspiration of (od." says
Paul in the last epistle we have from his pem, 2 Time 3, 16. (Yes, I know how certain
sticklers will object that i0is was spoken concerning the 0ld Testamend fhen extant.
But we have ?lﬂnasi;ixrxzin;‘r aplenty v shew that Paul would have it applied to all which was
written by "‘hv::ly men of God.® CF, & Cor. 2, 33.) "No prophecy of the scripture is of
any prj.var,e interpretadtion, Fou ithe prophecy came not in old time by the will of wans
but hely men of God spake as Hhey were moved by tf‘e Hely Chost, ™ says Peter, 2 Pet, 1.
20,21, And ovr souls? Redeemeyv pubte His stamp of approval on verbal inspiratien when
He speaks zs e dozs in Johm 70 35.  He has just quoted a passage from the 82nd Psal,
where zhs neaeni,} ather aspeaks of civil Judges as Goda beeause they stand in His

stead here on earth, and then Cirisi immediately adds: “And scripiure cannot be broken.”
As followers of the Lamb, then, youi ocowlession will cver nave to be:
"’:"'md fe dona a m“a*u’e is to me,
; . My son hhall! ba,
vattlis 2%
nd ha th ‘xf..f;te"l uhere
chilc and hsirs
vhine forgver,?®
wileth nevere”
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2. A love which wills only vhat God wills. That will mean that you will have io
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8zy 4s did your Saviour ir Gethsemene’s darkest hour: "Nevertheless, rot as I will, ba
as thou wilt."™ Matt. 26, 39. But it is right here where you are going 1o have one of
the most troublesome cruxes in your ministry. First of all you are going to have it as
your own personal problem - the matiter of decision, was that yours or was it God =T
That's ths zge-cld questicn which is just as vital today as it was when Luther had to
fight it out with the learned Erasmus Rotterdamus, and which has been preserved to us
in Luther®s masterly book: "Be Servo Avbitrio,® i.e.. "Concerning the Bondage of the
Will." Erasmus insisted that the natural man had by nature a free wili. And that is,
of course; whal the world wsnis %o be told., That it is master of its own fate, when,

as a mabter of fach, 1% iz 12! 2 belplass lest lawd in the wilderness unrrounded by

reavening wolves, Algh¥ly dee~ Lefler answer Erasmuss "Der frele Wille jse:
i‘fo i1liustrate, 1let us relzie an incident which took piace some thirty yeavs age
in Watford City, N. Dsk. Al & clireuil meeling we were conducting there in the itowm
hall a number of sc-called lay preacherg came to the meeting. And they were not a
little disturbed when ihey were wold that the natoral man had no such a thing s a
free will. Afﬁer' 1 had spoken for a while I was interrupted by one who asked: "But doos
not Seripture say: "Awake Tthou thst sleepest'? dozs it not say: 'Come unto me all ye
that lsbour and are heavy inden’? Does it not say: '"Believe on the lord Jesus Christ,

and thou shalt be sav\ed“‘ ind whe is it that is to awake, to come, to believe, iasnfi

it I?9 Whalt was there %o answer to this? My answer was then, and itis the same to
&
this day: "You seem to think that the Cospel of Christ is merely an invitation, buk

it is rorg, it is also irensporiation. What does Paul say in that crucial lst ph ap-

ter of Romens? 'l am not ashared of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of (tod

unto sslvation 0 every one ithat ba2lievethy to the Jeaw f.:.rsb9 and aiso %o the Grask? ©
Rome 1, 15, What does Faul tell the Foilippisns? 41t 1s God which worketh in yoa
both te will and to do cf his good pleasuve.” Fhil, 2, 13, Meke certain that Clamsnit.

zer's classic stangsa is not forgoetien in jour congregation:
YAl our Know ‘mrzg,eh sense, and sight
Ide in decpa Su darkness shrouded,
111 Thy :pi 1% bresks ouwr night
With tha beams of truth unclouded.
Thou alone %o Gud canst win us,
Thou most wrk 211 good withiaz us."

Now Scripture does not %eil us exactly how Peter died. Put it dces tell us uhat

he was to honovr God with a mariyr's death, He was to be bound up and led by onsther.



And who was that other? The f:irit of Ged, of course, wio alone can mate of our va-
willing hearts willing hearts, s we confess in the 11th article of our Formula of
Co.nco::'d.° We do not seek te solive the inystery of why ohe who hears the Jospel believes
ity remzins in ity and is saved, while snother who hears the same message rejects it and
is lost. But we do know that the new man in us wuld not feel right unless what is of
flesh and blood had been overccme, and that he was made to do that which the natural
man did not want to do, TYour confession then, as undershepherds, will sver have to be:

Mord, Thy words are waters living
Where I cuznch my thivsty needi

lord, Ty words are bread life-giving,
On Thy vords my soul doth feed. '
Lord, Thy word : ﬂaJl be my light

T e & vole mmd ﬂf"&f{} rights
e, ' Y W B ’r‘z'l prevaiiing

And wy vy of doy mfailing.®
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3. A& love which will glesify God in what 1t 1s ready to suffer for Christis
sake. "Suffer for Chrisi’s ssie? you ask. FExactly that! There simply is no such
thing as a Christianity which csn enjoy Christ without suffering with him. Of ccurse
the worid, vhose veligicn, if it professes any religion at gll, is one ¢f sccommada-
tion, will want Pullman service to the New Jerusalem. _But they will not be with the
saduts who will be singing the new song vefore the throne: “"Thou art worthy to take
the book, .and 0 open the seals thoreof: foy thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to
God r.vy thy bloed oul of every kindred, 2 and tongue, and people, and naticne® Reve 5p S
The 1de'=s of being crucified with Christ did not appeal to thema |

""Bu'b haven't times changed?? someone will ask, The way to heaven is jJust ee dif-

{'}

fienldy today as 1t was on the day “hat crm ~av1aur' spoke’ these sobering wrds: "From

the 03.31".} of Jdohn the Paptist uutil n oW txze zu.l;gdcm of heaven suffereth violence, and
the viclent take .Lt by force.® n‘nam }i, ’in, You simply can‘t sleep yﬁaf’ way into hea-
ven,  The Bible doesn't encournge “he ';-;lré iff erent to go on in their cavﬂreams., it
talls us today with just as mirh serion ess as was in Isalah®s proclamation: "Seck
y2 the Zord vhile he may ba foond, cal 1 ve pon him shile he is near.” Isa, 55, &.
That, adverbial "uhile” warns you that "z;}'zsre ,s a time -(:cming when it will be too 1ate
to zeek the Lod or o call wpien lfrm. There is nobt a single statement in all of hHoly
Writ which would encouraze you to b off wnlil tomorrow what can and skould be done
today. %o dey AT ye willl hear hiic voics, Havden nob your hearts, as in the provoca-

derpess.” Hebs 3, 7.8 & Fs. 95, 7o

tiory; in the dey of tempiztion in the wil



for God's sake, do not let wour hesvers be Iullied into sleep with supordifie

vreacning, which has not the ring of doom in it for thwse who went to feel at ease
in their pet sins, Io, let there be the seriousnsss of eternity about your preach-
ing. The warning voice of a Johann Heermenn's hymn of repentance must never be si-
Tencads

10 trifle not the time away!

Say not, "I?11 come ancther day.?

Say not, Y1%'11 have my seoulls desire,

And turn when of the world I tirve.!?

Say not, *1'1l then converted be,
Ged will be merciful to me.?

#iTis true thal God i1s rich in yrace;e
Beholdine His apoin i
The blood of Christ atoned
He died eternal life to win
Yet Cod Joth not vouchsaie to sey
That thoun shalt live mnother day.

"0 nasten, simmer, 4o be wiss!

Nor dare God's messape to despisa.

He who tihds hour supplies thy breath,
The next. may give thee ofer to desth,
And if +hy sins are not forgivern,
Thouillt never, never, enter hezven.®

But just because ydu have preached God’s irrevocazble law in all its cdamning
enioriity, there will be real meaning to that Gospel wd which answers the question

e
of the ages: "™What must I do to be saved®" Do to e saved? - Why, it has been done,

4.

thie battle is at an endy the viclory is ours in thal blessed name which is above
svery -nams. And so your personal confessicn as an ambassador for Christ, even under
the most trying circumstances, must ever be:

"lesus, I my eross have taken,

A1l to lecave sacd follow Thee;
Destitute, despised, forsalen,
Thov frou henes my all shait bu.
Perish every fond ambition,

AlY Tive sought or hoped or knowns
Yet how rich is my condition!

God and reaven are still mine own.”

Amen
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